Marcus Beach Bushcare Association Inc

Peregian Creek (Shepherd’s Crook Nook)
2019 Work Plan

Location and Contact Information

Group Name: Peregian Creek (Shepherd’s Crook Nook)

Team Leader: Paul Ryan

Telephone: 0432595847

Address: 3 Albatross Court, Peregian Beach, 4573

Email: paultheforester@gmail.com

Reserve Name: Peregian Creek Reserve 26SP104277
Land Tenure: Noosa Council Reserve

Aim of Group and Work Objective for 2019
The aim of the group is:

To protect and conserve the natural values of the Peregian Creek area;

To support the preservation of the area’s bio-diversity; and

 To encourage active participation of the community, and work in conjunction with Noosa Council. 

The annual objective is to clear the Asparagus Fern within 20 m of the boardwalk and beyond along the south side of the boardwalk near the creek mouth and foredune area as well as between the boardwalk and creek downstream from the water hole, while maintaining, as far as possible, weed-free the areas already weeded in the last two years.

Work Operations

Regular community bushcare operations twice a month will be augmented with at least 12-person days of Council contractor works, as well as periodic working sessions from schools such as St Andrew’s College and possibly other schools as well.
Further assistance will continue to be sought from Noosa Council to control heavier infestations of weeds such as Para Grass particularly towards the creek mouth.  
Asparagus Fern will be removed by crowning with branches having no berries left as mulch. Alternatively, hedge clippers will be used to cut off foliage close to the ground over a given area.  Fronds with fruit or flowers will then be bagged while the remainder of the foliage will be spread over the ground to form a mulch away from the area defoliated.  Small Asparagus plants will be pulled and, in some instances, this will mean the root system is pulled out.  Otherwise the pulled foliage will be laid mulch.  To the extent possible crowning with then be undertaken and the crowns bagged.  This method should enable a faster removal of the smothering effect of Asparagus while also removing seed sources.  Clipping of branches with berries will also undertaken in areas close to those being weeded to help remove future sources of infestation.
For infestations of Gloriosa Lily, stems with flowers or fruiting bodies will be pulled out, hopefully pulling out the tuber as well.  Stems with tubers or fruits/seeds will be bagged.  Other stems will be laid on the ground as mulch.

Singapore Daisy will be removed by hand or, if safe to do so, sprayed with Glyphosate.  A compositing/solarizing system for Singapore Daisy under black plastic will continue to be used.
Any significant areas devoid of native natural regeneration will be planted with species usually found in the area.  Native plants suitable for the area will be sourced from Landcare or Coolum Coast Care nurseries (Council purchase order).

Target Weeds:

Asparagus fern

Singapore Daisy

Para Grass

Gloriosa Lily

Abrus Vine

Pepper Trees

Corky Passionfruit 

Para Grass

Guinea Grass
Target Activities:

· Removing the heavy infestation of Basket Asparagus south of the boardwalk close to the beach and between the boardwalk and the creek near the water hole as well as continue further south from the boardwalk from the area weeded in 2018.  (13 sessions plus student involvement)
· Continue removing Singapore Daisy towards the beach.  (2 sessions)
· Continue removing or poisoning Small-Leafed Pepper Trees, Arbrus Vine, Ardisia and Corky Passionfruit vine throughout the work area in conjunction with other targeted weeding activities.

· Revisit weeded areas to ensure the areas remain largely weed free.  (5 sessions)
· Maintain the interpretative walk signs and replenish brochures as required.
· Continue removing fruit and flowers and to the extent possible the plants of Gloriosa Lily, which is mainly infesting the area south of the boardwalk towards the beach.
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